
update this fact sheet. More pesticide fact sheets are 
available Please call NPIC with any questions you have about pesticides at 
800-858-7378, Monday through Friday, 8:00am to 12:00 pm PST. 

about pesticide use. 
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short-term and long-term health effects. Laboratory 
animals are purposely fed high enough doses to cause 
toxic effects. These tests help scientists judge how 
these chemicals might affect humans, domestic 
animals, and wildlife in cases of overexposure. When 
pesticide products are used according to the label 
directions, toxic effects are not likely to occur because 
the amount of pesticide that people and pets may be 
exposed to is low compared to the doses fed to 
laboratory animals. 

the value is large. However, the 
LD50/LC50 does not reflect any effects from long­
term exposure (i.e., cancer, birth defects, or 
reproductive toxicity) that may occur at levels 
below those that cause death. 
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doses of the pesticide over most 
the animaL Based on these tests, and any other 
available information, EPA gives the pesticide a rating 
for its potential to cause cancer in humans. For example, 
if a pesticide does not cause cancer in animal tests at 
large doses, then the EPA considers it unlikely the 
pesticide will cause cancer in humans. Testing for 
cancer is not done on human subjects. 
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1 half-life 
2 half-lives 

50% degraded 
75% degraded 

half-life will always depend on the 
of the chemical originally applied. 
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http://www .cpa.gov /oppfcad I /labcling/lrm/http:/ /www.epa.gov/oppfeadl/labeling/lrm/chap-08.htm (accessed Mar 
2000). 
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